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Yeiser Art Center is pleased to present Liminal Identities, an exhibition featuring recent 
work by artists Sarah Ahmad and Jerry Phillips. The joint presentation of works on 
paper, installation, and fiber art carries forward the artists’ inquiries into the formation of 
identity through transcultural experiences. Synthesizing the present with remnants of 
their respective pasts, Pakistan-born Ahmad and Palau-born Phillips seek to understand 
and define the process of identity formation through their art practices. 
 
Categorizing identity in terms of geographic location serves to establish links between 
origin and place, but seldom do these types of compartmentalization adequately 
epitomize identity. Terms, such as “Pakistani American” and “Palauan American,” are 
used as oversimplified currency in complex political, historical, cultural, and geographic 
economies to establish a generalized definition. In reality, identity is an amalgamation of 



absolute facts, historical events and an ever-changing interpretation of memories and 
the emotional connections formed along the way. 
 
Ahmad and Phillips employ representational imagery drawn from their personal histories 
to unveil the multiplicity of identity. Boats and geometric patterns appear in the work as 
signifiers that reference specific objects and places. Either through allusion to utilitarian 
function (a boat indicates nautical travel) or cultural reference (geometric patterns 
reminiscent of Middle Eastern architecture) – these symbols provide visual cues to 
unlock a broader understanding of identity. Ahmad’s installation Groundless III takes 
over the gallery and creates an immersive visual field that generates narratives of 
transcendent identity and cosmic unity within the context of harmonious realities in a 
global age of conflict. Phillips’ use of origami in Operation Stalemate II is a whimsical 
nod to his Pacific Island heritage that explores the conflicting thoughts of opposing 
cultural viewpoints. 
 
This exhibition was selected to coincide with the Fall Quilt Week, and serves as an 
extended conversation about “fiber” art within the greater context of art events in 
Paducah. This show explores fiber as  physical material,  conceptual practice, and  
historical theme through the selected works. Phillips’ sculptures use fiber as a medium; 
the geometric patterns in Ahmad’s installation and beaded works reference a rich textile 
industry. The themes of travel and migration prevalent in these artists’ work point to 
fiber arts’ root in trade and the impact of both on the dissemination of culture. 
 
An opening reception will be held on August 19, 5 – 7pm, and will be free and open to 
the public.  
 
Located in downtown Paducah, the Yeiser Art Center is a non-profit visual arts 
organization celebrating sixty years of serving the community through exhibitions and 
education throughout the Tri-State Region. The Yeiser Art Center is wheelchair 
accessible. 
  
Hours of Operation: 
Tuesday - Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
 
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram @yeiserartcenter #YAC 
 
For questions, please email Stacey Reason at sreason@theyeiser.org or call 270-442-
2453. Visit theyeiser.org for more info on upcoming events. 
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